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“Whe results of ‘al this, as. shown by impar- 


5. | Sal veteran ee Nalababaees “Tt would 
| scarcely be possible,” gays.the Superinten- | 


aie Francisco Times is cor- 
‘rect—that the Islands, would cost to us 
only $2,500,000, and the Government property 
which would be ours on accepting them i is now 


ct oe toed a “@rop of 


con “ * | oil oo | of the other twenty, several have 
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aly got enough 0 light Pn eaten snd 


ae 
{ there and were reckoned an exploded humbug 
“nefote they were started here. ” 

“The Australian dates are to Oct. 3, ten days 
“Vater than those Brouight in December by way 
| of Europe. Hard times, bogus gold stories, 
| Coolie arrivals anda fury to hear Kare Haves 
| sing, aze.the burden.of the news in that fifth 
of the | and complementary Continent. 


~ Prisons. 

We are rejoiced to'sve that that excellent 
Society, the “ Prison Agsociation,” in its Re- 
‘port for 1854, have so far anticipated our own 
remarksupon the American Prison System, 
that they have quoted largely from the papers 
“relating to Capt. Macnonocuie’s method. Very 
wisely they have allowed something of both 
sides to.appear, in relation to that subject. 


in this journal, are that at present our Prison 
system does not. answer its own purposes ; 
that the discharged’ prisoners are continually 
“returning on the hands of the authorities ; and 
that one principal reason is, that the usual 
motives influencing human character, are not 


sin the ight of brought to bear in the discipline of the prison. 


Says Rev. Mr. ‘Navuor, inj “aR 


|| brought by Earl Guay. before P 


‘quite in the Regeet ahora peehadl, (8). 
“It has-been the fundamental error of all 
former systems, that no adequate motives for 
exertion have beep supplied to prisoners. 

2 benefits ‘have ‘been set before 


| Aiea, bt, as they have been uncertain, or 
depended 


‘only upom the lapse of time, 


Lighay Save invarishlp-peoved imoperative. The 


men felt they were laboring for others, and 
‘that it was their interest to husband their en- 
ergies, and shirk through the various periods 


| ofslavery assigned to thefp as easily ag they 


could. “Is it to be. wondered at? Every liu- 
man being requires a present and continually 


~-/-yeourring. motive to propel him. Nothing of 


the kind-was supplied to .the nica He 


3 ‘was absolutely a slave.” 


-Thé~ highest motives that can excite re- 
sponsible beings it is not in human power to 
supply, but we bring to bear on the prisoner's 
condition. others, which, next» to religious 
principles, are the most powerful—self-inter- 
est and self-respect. * * * Asa remedy for 
‘all this, I propose that the exiles selected as I 


‘| have described should have the Jast, portion 


of their time-sentences commuted for pro- 
portjonate pecumary fines, to be gradually 
liquidated-by their own industry and meritori- 
ous conduct in the colony.” 

This .is -efair statement of the plan pro- 


(i ‘posed. Capt. Macuonocnie’s system ‘em- 


‘braced other somewhat different elements. 
He urged strongly the influence of the social 
principles; that the prisoners should be di- 
“vided into gangs, andthen the cogduct.of 
ach made to affect: the comforts and privi- 
leges granted to the others, so that no indi- 
vidual could be rewarded or punished without 
the others of his party sharing. Still the 
‘main principle was that stated above—name- 
ly, that ‘charecter im the prison should affect 
‘the length of punishment and the treatment— 
‘each convict receiving marks in the prison- 


2 -ay ; books to his credit or diseredit, according to 
; his conduct, which marks should count, after 


oP i 


a vertain Mani, tn the ‘shortening of his sen- 


: “$0 far a8 Capt. Macuonocure is concerned, 
this system® @oes not seem to have had its 
fall success, either, as he urged, because ‘he 


° ame ae pa oases 


dent, “ to find a body of 200 men, associated | 
within the small compass of S140 Of a 100d, 
the propriety of whose conduct has exceeded 
that of these men. Their demeanor, upon all 


for rogues to be. We 2 tise guaduaiarca 
Lcaten ties: Whi Menaaea tae 


afraid; signs © his ‘name and gives his number. | 
Of course we will not expose him by naming = 


either—we know our duty to correspondents 
‘toe well. a. Genet ous oot 
‘in size of all-in 


occasions, has been most respectful ; and their | 


appearance at muster, and when proceeding to | 
and from labor, has been remarkably cleah, T6- 


gular and orderly ; and:their general good be- | 
havior in the mess-room, the yards, and @8-. |e. 


pecially in their dormitories, has been no less 
conspicuous. It has also been pleasing to ob- 
serve their matked attention dufing divine 
service anid at school.” Again, “f is are. 
markable fact, that there has not been a single 
man ‘brought before the visiting magistrate 
for idleness, during the whole peried the sta- 
prrtbnginaie'y pepe to gamer few com- 
plaints have been made to myself for inatten- 
tion at work or any other irregularities.” This, 
among the most notorious scoundrels of Eu- 
rope—men to whom many of our prison com- 
panies are innocent offenders in. comparison. 
Formerly the plan had-been to allot a definite 
amount of work.to the prisoners for the day, 
in which’ case the task was hurried through 
and poorly executed ; or to place overseers 
over them to compel them to. labor, by which 
many bad habits were induced—habits of idle- 
ness, deception and eye-servicé, which re- 
mained with them when they left the prisons. 
Now it was found that they worked health- 
fully and hopefully. ‘A wholesomie and buoy- 
ant stimulus was substituted for that apathy 
with which the prisoner formerly regarded the 
mere efflux of time as the only meditim by 
which his deliverance from punishment would 
be obtained ; uninfluenced, unaccelerated by 
conduct of his*own) ** * * * 
This also indisposes them to that ee, 
sion or resistance of discipline, which, under 





no such stimulus, and: with a frame of mind |. 


in which a sense of punishment and coercion 
were too. ofteh uppermost, generally. pre- 
vailed.”” 
~ “Tt is the opinion,” says further one of the 
Reports, “of many highly respectable and 
practical persons, that the men at this station 
have performed a greater amount of labor than 
Was ever executed in this Colony by persons 
of their class'‘in an equal space of time.” 

Mr. Grant, of the Spring-Hill station, says: 
‘¢‘ The amount of work performed, 


son with what was done under the old system, 
is fully as 14 to 1—and-in-many cases twice 


as much,” ; 
The other Reports are egually explicit as to 
the effects of this system, in the different 

convict-stations in Van Diemen’s Land. 

“Of the school; Mr. Granax writes :-“ Oat of 
the 324 prisoners reeeived into the-school at 
this station, (Hobart’s Town,) from 1st of May,. 
1848, up to December 31, (140 of whom could 
read searcely, or not-at all,) there are «now 
only 24 who.cannot read a. Testament. tolera- 
bly.” (*" * "(4 Pilough the attentlanve of 
the prisoners at schodl jsivoluntary, yet, with: 
in a périod of eight months, there have been 
only a few instancés of refusal to do so, and 
those men have since attended regularly.” 

The principle of this system proposed seems 
to us so manifestly sensible and adapted for 
human nature, that it hardly needs these testi- 
monies. to urge it ypon the public. We have 
simply two facts to consider—first, that our 
present: Prison-system does not answer its 
purposes, and secondly, that this plan, already 
tested, does meet the very difficulties of the 
case. 

The, principle simply is, that Character shall 
have some control over the comfort and over 
the term of sentence of the criminal. “Will 
not our Governor and Legislature in their new 
legislations consider thia.!. The evil is so ob- 
vious. Our City prisons are crowded with 


people. who have passed through repeated ° 


terms of sentence. Prison-life now only cor- 
riipts.. “Once convicted"’ means, nearly al- 
ways, often convicted. 

Why will not our Legislators at Albany look 
‘into this matter? The condition of the Black- 
well’s Island Prison alone, in -this regard, 
would startle them. ‘It is time in the world’s 
history, that the prisons were no more schools 
of vice. . All that. we-demand is that some o 
the great principles, which aid in improving 
and elevating all human society, should be ap- 
plied to the government of convicts. © Will our 

Reformers and Philanthropists look at this ? 


How many Pecks to a Bushel! 
Housekeepers who’ eat potatoes are re- 


| quested to remember that when. they. buy. of 


‘the peddlers in the street, they almost invari- 


. ably buy one peck less than those innocent 


} people may imagine who suppose that the old 
| arithmetic tables are true which put four 


in pecks to the bushel. In these hard times we 
| fancy. that it is no bad thing to steer clear of 
‘tp | the peddlers’ carts which bear about vegeta- 
; bles that are sold either by weight or measure. 


thus to escape such a severe iniputation. 
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- I trust, Mr. Editor, you have more confidence in | were taken at an amount Jer camnts 
the Grocers of Brooklyn than to intimate in the fray more than one-half penses, | 
slightest degree that we give twelve avoirdupois. piabeer epic: AA: 

ounces only to the pound. If not, come over end pe Sates ty Ath mem 
try us.. Buy a tound-dill of potatoes; sugar; tea, bonds that the work should be done for 


&e., and see if. you ‘get ‘short weight. I will not 





below : 5 i wad 


make the sw assertion that es Ward....:..: 
eeping every grocer giv First cd 


every ounce with no lack, but I will say, that so far 


“know nothing ”'of short weight or small measure. 
In such articles as the one alluded to, there should 
be some excéptions made, for in its broad and gen- 
eral form it embraces all, bringing both upright 
and dishonorable, both just and.unjust under the 
same condemnation. 

The “ burly butchers” and “sweating Wakers ” 


presume—so I will not interfere. 

Should the now Mayon in Hecentte of:-his par- 
ambulatfons consequent upon your suggestion, fuil 
to find im yout City establishments where ‘‘ good 
measure, pressed down and running over” is 
given, be so kind as to direct his notice to the 
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Total emouut for twelve monthe,.,..:...:1. 10a 


are abundaitly able to fight ‘their own battles Jetisareeneesle tee 


“ passage over: the: river,” where he can; f trust, See 


see . AN Hongsr Grocer. 
Brooxtyy, Tuesday, Jan. 9, 1855.  * ’ 
(A RR 


Acapemy or Muvic.—To-night we. are to 
hear Grist and Marto agait. ‘The grand Concert 
for the relief of the poor affords us this enviable 
opportunity. 

We. have every .reason.to. expect. a large and 
“fashionable audience. The: seats in the boxes were 
disposed of at an advance on the ordinary prices of 
$1,000. ‘This’ is ‘good. Thére will be no more 
tickets sold than can be admitted into the house 
comfortably. . Go, therefore, at the -last moment. 
Your two dojlars may relieve some unfortunate, 
homeless wretch; and you will get ite ‘worth in 
pure enjoyment. : 

Orzra Rumons.— We mentioned some-days 
ago that “ Ore Bui. & Co,” had leased the Acad- 
emy and would commence a campaign in February 
_ _ One rumor begets another, and at present 

is quite a colony of rumors. The bt ah 
weotondie tees is, that Napio and Unimaw have 


large cages to Europe for the erratic warblers of 
that hemisphere, under the charge of Mr. Jacos- 
SOHN, ex-doorkeéper at Castle Garden, wealthy 
capitalist of Wall-street, dc. 

With the combined @fforts’ of: Messrs. Nisxo, 
Uniman,; and Jacossorw, itis difficult ‘to nee 
how the Hudson can escape combustion. 
something consolatory’ about the fact that Mr. 
Nato did not go himself to secure the necessary 
talent. The English Opéra troupe'was sufficient of 
an effort for one year. 

Broapway TueaTee.—Watcace’s, 
tana ” will be repeated here to-night for the second 
timie this season. 

Great preparations are being. made for the prdé 
duction of “‘ Cinderella.” ‘ It is intended to he the 
finest production of the season, antl will be given 
for, the ‘first time on Monday next. 


Musical. 

War snone Musto Puptisuzrs.—We no-- 
ticed a few days since a great reduction in the price 
of music made by the extensive and well-known 
publishers, Writiam Hatt & Son, and then took 
occasion to give our opinion that this reduction was 
much needed, and would tend greatly to advance 
the musical interest and taste of our country. We 
deem this a matter of very considerable interest to 
the public, and now that the publication and sale of 
music has become a great and important branch of 
trade, the price should be placed as low. as consist- 
ent with a fair profit to the dealer. 

The music, which is reprinted from. foreign 
copies, is produced at really trifling cost, yet. the 
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street contractors, and has declared his intention 
put on a new set of men in every instance where 
the contractors fail to obey his order. 


—— 
The Manchester Man in 
To the Editor of the New-York Daily 









sary. 


should even suspect me of any vulgar and ‘ignorant 
prejudice to the contrary I cannot imagine. 

As you did not understand, permit me to explain 
what I did mean by the two lines above: The re- 
mark had reference to a particular period of French, 
not of. American history... The. French soldiers 





who were sent to aid in conquering the liberties of |-~ 7 


the United States, returned to Europe and promul-' 
gated opinions about human rights aad human free- 


dom, which, suitable enough to the supérior intel- | oy 


ligence of the people. they had left, were ‘not only 
unsuitable but positively mischievous, as.interpre- 
ted by their own ignorant fellow-countrymen. 

Not only the disturbaace.of all former ideas of 


Government, but also the addition to the debt of | - 


France, occasioned. by. aiding your 


Revolutionary | * 
struggle, had much to do with. the~ destruction of | ® 


the French monarchy. 
The. unhappy results in France sufficiently 
that. 


. public—or those who were not the knowing ones— bed As thé-victs of the old and rich Fréith'e 


were taxed an exorbitant price. Enormous dis- 
‘eounts were made to dealers, and there are places 
within a day’s ride from New-York where music 
has been sold at half-price for more than a year 
‘past. Notwithstanding all these, facts, the music 
publishers of New-York, Boston, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore, have held a Convention, and decided 
to use their endeavors to crush this reform of 
Messrs. Hatt & Son, and. refused to extend to 
them the courtesies of the trade, or’ sell to them 
their music, or to sell mar one who will sell at the 
reduced price. 

Whatever cause of sceaphiibe the trade may have 
against these gentlemen for bringing about this re- 
form without first consulting them, they are certain- 
ly compromising’ themselves before the public, 
whose whole ‘and entire sympathies will be with 
the reform movement. and those who have con- 
tributed to bring 1t about. ° 

or ' 
The Case of Dr, Graham. 
Sine Sine Prison 
Insrxcton’s Orrice, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 0, 1s } 


To the Editor of the New-York Daily Times 
wil permit me to say, through your 
feribin ye: the notice in the Times of to-day,” 


} any sue aveaee: oi pau 
Poa te hai ad f with 


of the eighteenth century became the ahebaer rs 
oo Fecciictmaece ad tek aniatatetek Sac 
lieve that the numerous virtuesfostered by great | 
trial and suffering. of the upper classes in France 
now, will surely lead to more stability, sobriety 


and virtue in the coming generation. Virtues and | 


vices descend, downwards from the highef-to the 
lower classes, whether in monarchies or republics. 
As De Tooqvevitie well remarks, “* Republics 
require and suppose more self-denial on the part of the 


pple en. ener This Republic bea: suc- > RIANG 


ceeded ; and it-rests on the virtue of the people. « 
A vightaons retribution reigns and will foreves 
govern the alfsize of mankind. 






To the Editor of the New- York Daily Times 
We are sorry that the Washington corre- 


spondent of your journal shows suche aes: ge 
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correspondence with the Hon Secretary of 
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